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[Recently a committee of the Tissue COulture Association has
prepared a statement of suggested usage of tissue oculture termin-—
ology. This statement has been endorsed by the membership of the
Association both in a written ballot and at our annual business
meeting.

We recognize that proper usage of terminology is a subject of
wide concern and to arrive at uniform standerds will require
oontinuing effort as well as the broadest possible representation.
For these reasons and because we feel it i1s of very great impor—
tance we are suggesting the eatablishment of am intermational
conmittee to continuously review the subject and make recommen—
dations as well as to enocourage adoption of those things which
ocan be agreed upon.

We invite you to appoint a member of your association +to
membership on such a ocommittee. To expedite organization we
propose that Dr. Sergey Fedoroff,Vice President of the Tissue
Culture Assooiation and ochairman of our committee on terminology
act as temporary chairman, After the committee is conmstituted
it can elect its own officers, . |

This invitation is being extended to the following orgmizations:®

European Tissue Oulture Glub

Japanese Tissue Culture Association
Indian Tissue Culture Association
Australian Tissue Culture Association
Amer ican Society for Cell Biology
British Society for Cell Biology
International Society for Oell Biology



If there are other groups who you feel should be repre—
sented please lot me know. A copy of the TCA report is enclosed
for your information.

Sincerely yours,
Donald 7, Merchant, Ph.D.
President, Tissue Culture Assoc.]

PROPOSED USAGE OF ANIMAL TISSUE CULTURE TERMS

Cell 1line

A “cell 1line” arises from a primary culture at the time of the
first suboulture., The term “cell line” implies that cultures from
it consist of numerous lineages of the cells originally present in
the primary culture. (See note following section on“sub—strain.”)
Established coll line

A cell line may be said to have become “established” when it
demonstrates the potential to be subcultured indefinitely in vitro.

Cell strain

A%ell strain” can be derived either from a primary culture or
a cell line by the selection or ocloning of cells havipg specific
propert ies or markers. The properties or markers must persist \
during subsequent cultivation. In describing a cell strain its
specif ic feature should be defined, e.g. a cell strain with a certain
marker chromosome, a cell strain which has acquired resistance to
a certain virus, or a cell strain having a specific antigen, etc.
‘'(8ee note following section on “sub—strain.”)

Olone

This term denotes a population of cells derived from a single
cell by mitoses. A clone is not necessar ily homogeneous and thereforc
‘the terms “"clone” or “cloned” should not be used to indicate homo—
geneity in a cell population.
'Suboul ture
, This term denotes the transplantation of cells from one
‘culture yessel to another.

“Passage
‘ This term is synonymous with “subculture,” and can denote the

passage of cells from one culture vessel to another. When this
term is used, however, it must be made clear just what is being
‘passed, because virologists use this term to denote the transfer
‘of supernatant culture fluid rather than cells.



