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1 express my deep gratitude to the Japanese Tissue Culture Society for the
encouragement extended to me in the form of awarding Young Scientist Award.
It is a pleasent coincidence that the work on the 66-kDa protein, mortalin,
a novel senesscence induced member of hsp 70 family, presented at the 66th Annual
Meeting of JTC Society was selected for the award. It has become apparent




that besides its identification as a mortality marker, mortalin distinguishes
normal and immortal cells by vitrue of its differential intracellular distribution.
Introduction of the cDNA encoding for the cytosolic form (isolated from normal
mortal cells) to NIH 3T3 cells induced cellular senescene whereas the
microinjection of antibody to senesced MEF cells induced them to devide
transiently. Further the protein seems to have differnt intracellular

locations in the members of four complementaion groups of immortality.

Mortalin thus can be exploited as a identifying marker for immortality as well

as complementaion groups.

I like to add that the international symposium on cellular senescence

organized by the society during 66th and 67th meetings were equivalent to the
award itself where there was a lot of opportunity to interact with

established scientists of the field and communicate beyond the limits of
formality. 1 congratulate the organizers for the success of these symposium.

I also would like to take opportunity to thank my collaborations Dr. Y. Mitsui,
Dr. Sunil C. Kaul and Dr. Y. Sugimoto while expressing thanks to the JTC Society.
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