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Application Guidelines for JTCA Young Investigator Award at the 98th Annual
Meeting

We are pleased to announce the application guidelines for the JTCA Young Investigator
Award at the 98th Annual Meeting. As in previous years, the Award will be offered with the
aim of “supporting promising researchers affiliated with JTCA who conduct tissue and cell
culture research, thereby contributing to the further revitalization of JTCA.”

In January 2026, the regulations for the Young Investigator Award were revised, and
candidates will now be evaluated based on an oral presentation delivered in English.

The JTCA Young Investigator Award is intended for students and early-career researchers
who meet the eligibility criteria outlined below. We strongly encourage all eligible students
and researchers to apply for the Award at the 98th Annual Meeting and to strive for this

recognition.

1. Applicants must meet the following criteria
- Applicants must be a Japanese Tissue Culture Association member at the time of
application.
-As of April 1 of the year of the meeting, Applicants must be a researcher who has
graduated from graduate school for less than 10 years or a student currently enrolled in
graduate school as of April 1 of the year of the meeting.
- Applicants must be the first author of the presentation to be presented at the 98th
Annual Meeting.
- The applicant must not have received a YIA before.
- Those who have previously applied for YIA but were not awarded the award may not
reapply with the same abstract (but may reapply with a different abstract (including an
abstract that expands on the research content of the previous abstract and includes other
content)).

2. Application

Please download the application form from the Annual Meeting website and complete it as
instructed. The application form must be filled out in English. A recommendation from a
JTCA Councilor is required for submission. Although a seal or handwritten signature from
the recommender is not necessary, applicants must obtain the recommender’s explicit
approval. The recommendation letter may be written in Japanese. If you are unsure who
the Councilors are, please contact us for assistance.

Please submit all application documents by email as attachments to the address listed
under “6. Inquiries and Submission of Application Materials.” After a document review,
applicants will be notified as to whether their submission has been accepted as a Young
Investigator Award candidate presentation. If your presentation is accepted, you will be
asked to register your abstract through the Annual Meeting website. Notifications
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regarding acceptance or non-acceptance of YIA candidate presentations are scheduled to
be sent in mid-May.

3. Deadline for application.
April 30, 2026
Please do NOT submit to online registration BEFORE the approval of the application by
the YIA office.

4. Presentation
Candidates who pass the application screening process will be invited to give oral
presentations in English at the Annual meeting. Details will be announced on the 98th
Annual Meeting website in the future.

5. If awarded, the awardee must take the following actions.
(1) To submit the comments of impression for getting the Young Investigator Award to the
Newsletter of the Japanese Tissue Culture Association soon after the Annual Meeting,
(2) To submit the paper (regular articles or review articles) to "Tissue Culture Research
Communications" by the consistent title applied to the Young Investigator Award after
the Annual Meeting.

6. Contact for applications and inquiries.
Kazuaki Nakamura, Ph.D.
E-mail: kazuaki.nakamura@riken.jp



